
THE FUTURE OF GLOBAL CAPITALISM:
 AI Disruption, 

Record Debt & 
The Collapse of the Middle Class

The future of the global economy is defined by two major trends 
that, while seemingly distinct, are converging on a common 
narrative: the creation of a new economic and social order in 
which opportunities for the majority will be severely limited, and 
the middle class — the cornerstone of social and economic 
stability in the 20th century — will gradually disappear. 

These trends are the massive disruption caused by Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and the structural collapse of economies due to 
growing public debt and inflation. Together, these forces will 
reshape the labor market and economic landscape, benefiting a 
few while impoverishing the majority.
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Artificial Intelligence:                  
A Revolution Replacing 

the Human Worker
AI is not a passing trend; it is a disruptive 
force that will permanently change the way 
we work, produce, and consume. Advances in 
machine learning, automation, and natural 
language processing are accelerating the 
disappearance of jobs in traditional sectors. 
Automation of repetitive tasks is already 
affecting millions of jobs in industries such as 
manufacturing, transportation, and logistics. 
But what is even more alarming is AI’s ability 
to perform cognitive and creative roles — 
areas once thought to be purely human.

In the services sector, for example, AI is 
already conducting data analysis, drafting 
reports, and making decisions in areas like 
finance, marketing, customer service, and even 
in creative professions such as advertising and 
content production. Companies implementing 
these technologies are reducing labor costs, 
which translates into higher profits for 
investors, but fewer quality job opportunities 
for the general population.

This mass automation and the 
replacement of human workers by 
machines not only have an immediate 
impact on employment but also 
transform the nature of wealth. A 
handful of companies, primarily in the 
tech sector, will control access to and 
ownership of these technologies, 
concentrating more wealth and power 
into the hands of a few. Economic 
inequality will reach historic levels, while 
millions of people will be displaced 
from the labor market.



Global Debt & 
Inflation

A Future of Chronic 
Economic Crisis
  While AI reshapes the workforce, 
another critical factor will define the 
future: the explosive growth of public 
debt and inflation. Countries, especially 
those in developed economies, have 
resorted to massive borrowing to 
finance fiscal deficits, social programs, 
and economic stimulus measures, 
particularly after the 2008 financial 
crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Global public debt has reached 
unsustainable levels, surpassing $300 
trillion (more than three times global 
GDP), which poses a significant risk to 
financial stability.

  The rise in debt not only jeopardizes public finances but also creates inflationary 
pressures. To meet their obligations, governments resort to expansionary 
monetary policies, such as money printing, which drives up inflation and erodes 
the purchasing power of the working class. Inflation, combined with higher interest 
rates aimed at controlling debt growth, creates an economic environment where 
the cost of living rises, while real wages stagnate or even decline.



Global Debt & 
Inflation

  This scenario is devastating for the middle class, which has historically been 
the backbone of consumption and global economic growth. Rising inflation and 
wage stagnation destroy their purchasing power, leading to a greater 
concentration of wealth in the hands of the rich — those who own financial 
assets that appreciate with inflation, such as stocks, real estate, or government 
bonds.

  Countries that most rely on debt are facing the greatest challenges in 
sustaining the well-being of their citizens. The political instability generated by 
this environment is just the tip of the iceberg. As governments raise taxes and 
cut public services to manage debt, social and economic tensions will escalate.



The Collapse of the Middle Class

Towards a Society Divided into Two

  The combination of technological disruption and chronic economic crisis is 
leading to the gradual collapse of the middle class. Employment opportunities 
in traditional sectors are rapidly disappearing, while new job opportunities 
are increasingly scarce and concentrated in a small group of highly skilled 
individuals in technology, finance, and elite sectors. The middle class, once 
benefiting from accessible education, well-paying jobs, and a decent 
standard of living, is being replaced by an elite few and a growing 
population of underemployed individuals.

  Workers with outdated skills face a reality where retraining is difficult, if not 
impossible. Education, which once offered a path to social mobility, no longer 
guarantees well-paid employment. Training in fields like Artificial Intelligence, 
software engineering, and data management is becoming the new norm for 
future jobs, but most of the population lacks access to such quality education 
due to the growing inequality of opportunities.
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The Future: 
A New Global Order 

of Inequality
  In the near future, the economic and professional landscape will be defined by 
increasing polarization. On one side, there will be the super-rich who control 
disruptive technologies, financial assets, and the production of economic 
value, and on the other side, a majority of people who are unemployed or 
underemployed, with little access to well-paying jobs or sufficient purchasing 
power to participate meaningfully in the global economy.

  Investors and Hedge Funds will be the main beneficiaries of this new 
economic order. As wealth concentrates in the hands of a few, opportunities for 
financial returns will expand. Large tech companies and financial industries will 
have near-total control over capital flows and the creation of economic value.

  But on the social front, the picture will be bleak. Without a strong middle class to 
drive demand, sustained economic growth will become increasingly difficult to 
achieve. Inequality will not just be economic, but also social and political, as 
societal fragmentation could lead to social tensions and political crises in many 
nations.



Final Note 
The future of global capitalism is marked by deep disruption in work, finance, 

and social relations. Artificial intelligence and the growth of public debt will 
redefine the global economy, accelerating the disappearance of the middle class 
and creating an increasingly polarized economic structure. The challenge for 
societies will be to manage these forces without triggering a social and economic 
collapse that could destabilize the foundations of civilization as we know it. 

In this new world, the key to success will be adaptability: 
those who understand and master the new technological & 
financial realities will thrive, while the rest may find themselves
 trapped in a vicious cycle of exclusion and poverty.
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